
YELLOWSTONE SKI FESTIVAL:  www.skiwestyellowstone.com 
 

For more than 40 years, West Yellowstone has comes alive in lycra and high energy during Thanksgiving 
Week. Originating in the early 1970's, this event has morphed from a casual “Fall Training Camp” for area 
athletes into an event that draws world-class skiers as well as families and kids just wanting to learn or 
improve their skills.   
 

The week-long event now includes on-snow clinics, training for all comers including para-athletes, 
equipment demos, races, a ski expo, inspirational speakers, races, fashion shows and apre ski events. 
Many of these events are free and open to the public. 
 

This event brings 3,500+ skiers to experience West Yellowstone and our world renowned Rendezvous Ski 
Trails in that week alone. It has been the catalyst for a significant growth in recognition of our trails, our 
amenities and their use. Resort Tax collection demonstrate the financial importance to the community. 
Annual trail use from December through March grew by 11% last year.     
 

Our ski trails are a cooperative effort between Yellowstone National Park, the Custer-Gallatin Forest and 
Chamber. Our marketing efforts encompass the Lodging Facilities Use Taxes, the Town Marketing & 
Promotions Fund, West Yellowstone TBID, and many local businesses. 
 

Nordic skiers are a critical demographic for West Yellowstone.  Through this event we are not only building 
this critical destination market, we are building the Montana Brand one niche at a time.  
 

We are succeeding. West Yellowstone was recently acknowledged as one of the top seven Nordic Ski 
meccas in the U.S. (Outside Magazine).  
 
SUPPORTING INFORMATION 
The trail counter numbers from 11/19-11/30/14 were 35,231 skiers in & out!  Accounting for 2 trips skiing 
per day per person that would bring the average to approximately 8,808 skiers per day. 

 

Race participant numbers: 
 

Biathlon—208 
Sprint Qualifier — 241 
Distance Race — 226 
Masters & Juniors race — 178 

 

• Rendezvous Ski Trails was named one of the 7 Nordic Ski Meccas in the US by Outside Online 
magazine.   
 

• Rendezvous Ski Trails was awarded the Regional Forester’s Award for Promoting Recreation in 
2014. 
 

Source:  
Moira Dow 
Program Director 
West Yellowstone Ski Education Foundation 
Yellowstone Ski Festival 
617-697-6126 



 
 



 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 


